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Cas Tl’at Kwah, also known as Serb Creek, is located about 30 

km west of Smithers, past Cel Winï ts Bin (Dennis Lake) and 

Sdighen T’at (McDonell Lake). This watershed is in the 

Wet’suwet’en territory of Cel Winï ts, which is held by House 

Kwin Begh Yikh of the Likhsilyu clan. 

Cas Tl’at Kwah remains one of the last roadless valleys in 

Wet’suwet’en territory, unlike many of the territories that 

have been heavily impacted by logging and mining. Cas Tl’at 

Kwah is rich in wildlife and is of deep cultural importance to 

the Wet’suwet’en Nation.  

By declaring this area as an Indigenous Protected and 

Conserved Area (IPCA), the Wet’suwet’en can help protect 

this valley for future generations. 

  



The mountain slopes above Cas Tl’at Kwah are home to 

mountain goats, wolverines, and 300-year-old forests. In the 

valley bottom, extensive wetlands provide habitat for moose, 

beaver, and many culturally significant plants.  

Cas Tl’at Kwah provides important fish habitat along its 

length. Snow and glacial meltwaters help keep downstream 

waters cool, creating habitat that supports salmon in the 

Zymoetz River. 

Cas Tl’at Kwah means “grizzly headwaters” in Wet’suwet’en. 

Many grizzlies live near the mouth of Cas Tl’at Kwah below 

the McDonell Lake outflow.  
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The area around Cas Tl’at Kwah is an important gathering 

place for many First Nations. Historically, Nations from 

around the region would travel by foot along the “grease 

trails” to gather at Sdighen Te zdlï , a Wet’suwet’en trading 

village located near the mouth of Cas Tl’at Kwah below the 

McDonell Lake outflow.  

Cultural trails link the Wet’suwet’en territories. The alpine 

ridge between Cas Tl’at Kwah and Denis Lake is an important 

travel route and hunting area that connects Cel Winï ts to the 

Telkwa River territories. Along the way is a unique 30-foot-

high standing rock called Tse  Hodï n’a that is a place of 

cultural and spiritual importance. 
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Respected Wet’suwet’en Chief Jack Joseph maintained his 

family trapline and cabin in the Cas Tl’at Kwah watershed in 

the 1920s–1930s. Many artifacts from the old cabin are 

displayed in the new Smithers Snowmobile Club cabin, 

located near the old cabin site.  





In 2023, the House Kwin Begh Yikh spoke out against 

proposed logging in the Cas Tl’at Kwah watershed. BC Timber 

Sales (BCTS) subsequently withdrew their proposal. In 2025 

the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs passed a motion to apply 

for funding to explore the possibility of creating a Cas Tl’at 

Kwah Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area (IPCA).  

What are IPCAs? There are three criteria: (1) they are 

Nations-led, (2) they represent a long-term commitment to 

conservation, and (3) they lift up Indigenous culture and 

language. Regional examples include Meziadin Indigenous 

Protected Area (IPA) in Gitanyow territory, Gwininitxw IPA on 

Gitxsan territory, and Dene Kʼe h Kusa n IPCA in Kaska Dena 

territory. 

The first step of establishing an IPCA, called “planning in a 

good way”, puts Wet’suwet’en ceremony, language, and laws 

at the centre of the process to build a shared vision. This 

process is Wet’suwet’en led. The second step is working 

government-to-government (G2G) with the Province so the 

IPCA is jointly recognized by both the Wet’suwet’en Nation 

and British Columbia. The third phase involves of long-term 

stewardship, monitoring, and protection.  
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Together, the Office of the Wet’suwet’en proposes two IPCAs: 

Cas Tl’at Kwah and Upper Widzin Kwah. The proposed Upper 

Widzin Kwah IPCA protects critical salmon habitat at the 

headwaters of the Widzin Kwah (Morice/Lower Bulkley 

River), as well as many culturally important sites and valued 

ecosystems. Our work ahead is to work with the 

Wet’suwet’en clans to seek direction and build community 

support and guidance for these projects.  
 

 


