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Co-led by the Wet'suwet'en Treaty Office Society,
Fisheries and Wildlife Department, supported by
SkeenaWild Conservation Trust.

Witsuwit'en (Wet'suwet'en) are working to rebuild wild
salmon abundance and diversity throughout the Widzin
Kwah (Bulkley/Morice River) watershed. Salmon are
central to Witsuwit'en culture, stewardship, food systems,
and future generations, yet many populations have
declined substantially.

As part of this effort, Witsuwit'en are developing
rebuilding strategies for both Sockeye and Chinook
salmon populations within the main watershed in our

yintah.

The Witsuwit'en recovery strategy for the Widzin Bin
Sockeye Salmon Conservation Unit
(Morice /Atna/Nanika) was prepared by Dr. Michael
Price in consultation with Witsuwit’en governance

specialist, knowledge experts and observers.




lts purpose is to inform the
Witsuwit’en Nation as to the
status  of the Sockeye
population, we will identify
primary threats, provide
recommendations  toward
conservation measures and
research  priorities, and
outline the goals and
objectives for recovery.

Wet'suwet'en
(Witsuwit'en)Fisheries
entered into a
collaborative  partnership
with Skeena wild

Conservation Trust - with Dr.
Micheal Price serving as
Science and  Technical
Advisor to the Witsuwit'en -
to gather the information
needed to identify
pathways for rebuilding
Sockeye populations in the
territory.
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2016 - 2021

Dr. Michael Price and
Witsuwit'en Fisheries
developed the Sockeye
Backgrounder that was

used to guide the recovery

WOFI(.

—__:‘,Cla-'tchihg traps

Juvenile sockeye

Radio Tags for adult salmon

2022 - 2025

Smolt counts in Widzin Bin,
where weights, length and
scale samples were taken to
age the sockeye smolts.
Radio tags were deployed
in Witset First Nation when
the adult sockeye returned
in order to track spawner
movements and  detect
spawning grounds  within
the. Morice Recovery Unit.
This  work will  continue
through the duration of the
Project




Sockeye Recovery Goals

Stop the decline of Widzin Bin/ Atna/
Nanika sockeye,

Re-establish numbers and production
equivalent to best estimates of long-term
capacity ideally aiming for historic levels,
and

Maximize the net sustainable biological,
social, and economic benefits for the
Morice /Atna/ Nanika ecosystems and
Witsuwit'en Nation.
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Beginning with a State of Knowledge Report, providing
a backgrounder on the biological information on ggis
(Chinook salmon) returning to the ancestral Witsuwit'en
territory of Widzin Kwah. This will contribute directly to
the rebuilding plan currently in its early development
stage.

The state of knowledge report for ggis (Chinook
salmon) in the Widzin Kwah is the precursor to the
official recovery plan currently in development.

The purpose of the “Backgrounder” is to inform the
Witsuwit’en Nation of the current status, threats, and
recommendations towards rebuilding abundance and
diversity of Chinook that spawn and rear throughout
our ancestral territory. This area includes the Lower
Bulkley /Morice watershed traditionally referred to as
the Widzin Kwah, and the Upper Bulkley watershed
traditionally referred to as Neexdzii Kwabh.
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CHINOOK RECOVERT OBJECTIVES

Il

Inform  the Witsuwiten and other
stakeholders about the recovery planning
process for Widzin Kwah Chinook and
encourage them to become involved in
the stewardship of the Widzin Kwah
watershed.

Achieve continued growth in the
generational average by increasing
Chinook spawner abundance relative to
the brood year (5 and 6 years prior) for
at least 3 out of 4 consecutive years.

Increase the annual number of naturally
produced spawners to 20,000 by the year
2030.

Ensure  that population  abundance
exceeds 30,000 naturally produced
spawners within 20 years.

It

Increase the population to a level where
food needs can begin to be met.




UH Ensure that once the population is
deemed to have recovered, and the
Witsuwit'en Nation’s food needs are met,
that economic/trade opportunities are
resumed.

[” Identify the level of abundance required
to support ecosystem function and
sustainable use, as a longer-term target
for recovery.

[]H Implement habitat protection measures at
the sub-basin level in the Upper Widzin
Kwah watershed (Morice River and Atna
River), Lower Widzin Kwah (Lower Bulkley
River), the Neexdzii Kwah (Upper Bulkley
River), and critical rearing areas of the
Skeena estuary.

Every House group is connected to the
Widzin Kwah, via fishing holes and
Yintah along the river
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Witsuwit’en Upper Widzin Kwah
Protected Area Initiative:

Protecting Salmon, Culture, and
Future Generations

Purpose:

The Witsuwit’en are establishing a
new protected area in the Upper
Widzin Kwah watershed to protect
salmon and the lands and waters they
depend on. This area will help salmon
adapt to a changing climate, while
respecting Witsuwit’en stewardship,
rights, and title.

The goal is to keep the watershed
healthy = not just for us humans and
to keep these rivers and lakes healthy
so salmon can feed families and
communities for generations to come.

Emerging salmon habitat of the
Upper Widzin Kwah (Delta
Creek), which flows into the
south end of Widzin Bin.
Sockeye, Chinook, and coho
salmon have all been detected
in this river from 2022-2025.

Why It Matters

Culture: Salmon have always
been central to Witsuwit’en life
— providing food, culture, and
identity. Protecting places like
Widzin Bin (Morice Lake) and

. Nenikékh (Nanika River),

C’eneelee Bin (Atna Lake)
honors these traditions.

Salmon Habitat: Nenikékh in the
Upper Widzin Kwah is the most
important sockeye spawning
river in Witsuwit’en territory,
but it has been harmed by
logging and associated road
building. At the same time,
climate change is improving the
suitability for salmon of new
rivers, like Delta Creek and
Ceneelee Kwah (Upper Atna
River), as glaciers melt.

Future Generations: By
protecting these lands and
waters now, salmon  will
continue to have safe places to
spawn and grow even as the
climate changes in this
watershed.



What Will Be Protected

The new protected area will cover more than 1,200 km2. It will
include:

Current salmon strongholds like Nenik&kh and Widzin Bin.

Emerging habitats of Delta Creek, Pyramid Creek, and C'eneelee
Kwah, which are becoming more suitable for salmon as glaciers
melt.

Project area map below showing proposed and existing protected
areas, with proposed areas in various colours and current
protected areas in light green.




ENGAGEMENT DISCU

SOIONS TO BE CENTERED ON
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Active House and Community
engagement is key to our success to
protect or conserve and restore the
chinook and sockeye runs on the
Widzin Kwah. The watershed connects
us all, and we all share responsibility
for the Salmon and resources it
sustains.

Proposed discussion topics for the

engagement sessions:

¢ Land use and management plans
for the future ideally from each
house group!
Sharing both western and
Witsuwit’en science.
Identify key Witsuwit’en language
terms for restoration,

conservation and stewardship.

UPCOMING discussions for the house
and clan members to consider:
Permitted activities within the
Indigenous Protected Areq,

Allowed activities as an example:

 Witsuwit'en traditional use (fishing,
hunting, berry picking), and some

recreational activities.

Unpermitted activities within the

Indigenous Protected Areq,

Unpermitted activities as an

example:

 Mining, commercial logging,

energy projects, and road
building for industrial access,
agriculture, range leases, along

the Widzin Bin and Nanika areas

Other activities and discussions to be
continued throughout the duration of

project development.

This initiative is about protecting

salmon, culture, and the land—so that
the Witsuwit’en Nation, and the
watersheds can adapt and thrive for

future generations.




EChiefs present, noting that Wiggus was a
word being used frequently at the table,

He said that many people simplify the
word to mean “respect,” but he wanted
to explain what it truly means to us.
Pat explained that Wiggus is about
understanding that you are no higher
& than the rocks on the ground, the water

flowing thraugh our territories, the
trees and plants that grow here, or the
animals that live above and below the
ground. That is Wiggus—knowing your
place within the natural world.

He said that if there is a word close to
the meaning of Wiggus, it is humility. His

waords put everything into perspective
wes @ oI forusas Chiefs. “Respect,” he reminded
., "'“..,. % Us, is'a Western word, rooted in ideas of

superiority and dominance. Wiggus,
however, is grounded in humility and a
" deep understanding of where we sit in
relation to the world around us.

4 l'wanted to reiterate how Wiggus was
: explained to us as Chiefs, because its_
meaning ismuch deeper than a simple
trans(atign n. 1

- As shared by Smogelgem (Warner Naziel)

-

“WORKING WITH HOUSE GROUPS, FISHERIES COMMITTEES,
COMMUNITIES/RESERVES, LOCAL TOWNS, SCIENTISTS, WITSUWIT’EN YOUTH,
ELDERS AND SPEAKERS UTILIZING OUR DIVERSE WITSUWIT’EN WAYS OF
KNOWING”




