
 

 

Wet’suwet’en Upper Widzin’kwa 
Protected Area 

Overview 
The Wet’suwet’en Upper Widzin’kwa Protected Area is being established to proactively 

safeguard emerging and existing critical salmon habitats within Wet’suwet’en traditional 

territory. This initiative recognizes the dynamic nature of salmon ecosystems under 

climate change and aims to secure the ecological and cultural integrity of these lands 

and waters for present and future generations. 

Vision / Purpose 

To conserve and restore critical salmon habitats across the Upper Widzin’kwa 

watershed, ensuring wild salmon resilience in the face of climate change while 

upholding Wet’suwet’en rights, title, and stewardship. The protected area supports 

salmon biodiversity, cultural continuity, and climate adaptation by preventing 

incompatible land use and promoting Indigenous leadership in conservation. 

Cultural Significance 

For millennia, the Wet’suwet’en Peoples have stewarded these lands and waters, 

harvesting sockeye salmon and other fish species from abundant spawning grounds 

across their territory. Salmon are central to Wet’suwet’en culture, sustenance, and 

identity. Despite population declines in some areas, Wedzin’ben (Morice Lake), 

Nenikëkh, and surrounding rivers remain critical sources of food and cultural 

connection. Protecting these habitats honors ancestral practices and supports future 

food security. 

Ecological Significance 

The Upper Widzin’kwa watershed contains some of the most promising current and 

future salmon habitats in Wet’suwet’en territory. Climate warming, glacial melt, and 

shifting hydrology are reshaping salmon productivity across the region. This area 

supports key life stages of sockeye, Chinook, coho salmon, and steelhead trout, with 

new populations emerging in glacially influenced streams. Proactive habitat protection 

in these zones will ensure the ecological conditions necessary for wild salmon to thrive 

as their habitats evolve in response to climate change. 



 

 

Permitted Activities to be discussed within Nation 

• Traditional use – hunting, fishing, berry harvesting, and other cultural and 

sustenance activities by Wet’suwet’en Peoples. 

• Recreational activities – hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, boating, and continued 

access for non-Indigenous communities. 

• Guiding, outfitting, and trapping consistent with conservation objectives. 

Prohibited Activities 

• Industrial development, including: 

o Mining 

o Commercial forestry 

o Energy extraction and development 

o Road building associated with industrial access 

o Agricultural expansion or development 

Conservation Priorities for Wild Salmon in Wet’suwet’en Territory 

Safeguard current high-value salmon habitats and proactively protect areas identified as 

future strongholds under climate change. Center Indigenous stewardship and support 

restoration efforts where salmon productivity is vulnerable. 

Next Steps 

• Draft a letter to the provincial government from the chiefs notifying them of that 

protected area management planning and designation is moving forward 

• Secure funding for protected area planning work and community engagement 

• Develop a detailed work plan 

• Draft an outline for a protected area management plan 

• Develop a protected area management plan with Wet’suwet’en leadership. 

• Continued research, monitoring, and public engagement. 



 

 

Map of New Protected Areas 

 



 

 

Images of the Proposed Area 

 



 

 

 


